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I .B 262 by Sen at o r s C o n way , B a ac k a n d B e r n a r d - S t e v e n s . Bank'ng
Committee reports LB 505 to General File with amendments, signed
by S e n a t o r Land i s a s C h a ir . Transportation reports LB 285 to
General File with amendments, and LB 65 3 t o Gen er al Fi l e with
amendments, those signed by Senator Lamb. ( Journa l sh o w s L B 65 3
reported by Re venue Committee. See p a g e s 1 0 1 5 - 1 6 o f t he
Legislative Journal.)

New r es o l ut i o n, LR 50 . ( Read br i ef exp l an a t i on .
pages 1017-18 of the Legislative Journal.)

Mr. President, Senator E lmer wo uld like to withdraw LB 609.
That will be laid over. And Senator Smith would like to add he r
name to LB 594 as co-introducer, Mr. P resident. Th at i s al l
t ha t I hav e .

PRESIDENT: Sena tor Schimek, would y o u l i k e t o ad j ou r n u s u nt i l
tomorrow at nine o' clock, plea e.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Mr. President, I so move that we adjourn u nt i l
tomorrow morning at nine o ' c l o c k , M arch 8 .

PRESIDENT: You h a ve he a r d t h e motion. All in favor ay aye .
Anybody sa y a y e. Oppo se d n o . We are adjourred until tomorrow.

See

Proofe d b y :
A rleen McCro r y
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members of the Nebraska Wheathearts, which is an o rganization
over all the state,of course, and their names are.. .and would
you ladies please stand, Nadine Free of McCook, Lorraine Haas of
Hemingford, Nina Papik o f Crete, Kim an d Jane Elliot of
Alliance, Jo Balsenberger of Bushnell. Would you ladies...would
you please welcome these ladies to =he Legislature. Thank you
for your gift this morning and you ladies and gentlemen i n t he
organization perhaps would like to thank them for it. Thank you
for visiting u s today . Mov e o n t o L R 5 0 . But may I say that
w hile t h e L e g i s l a t ur e i s i n se s s i o n ard capable of transacting
business, I p rcpos e t o s i g n a n d d c s i g n LR 44 , L R 4 5 , L R 4 6 ,
LR 47, LR 48, LR 49, and that's it. All r i g h t , w e ' l l m ove o n t o
LR 50, p l e a se .

CLERK: Mr . P re si d e n t , LR 50 offered by Senators Hefner, Lowell
Johnson, Warner , Moore , L a ngford and B eyer . I t ' s f o und o n pag e
1 017 of t h e J ournal . (Read brief desc=iption of LR 50.)

PRESIDENT: (Gavel. ) Ladi es a n d g e n t l emen, may we please have
your attention so we can proceed. S enato= Hefner , p l e a s e .

SENATOR HEFNER: LR 50 is a r esolution to be s ent to the
Nebraska Con g r e s s ional delegat io n and the United States
Department of Veterans' Affairs. And you wi l l f i nd t hi s on
page 1017 if you w ant to read it. But what i t doe s , i t ca l l s
attention to budget cuts made in service s of f er e d b y V e t e r a n s
Administration Medical Centers. Budget cuts have been made in
services offered by VA Medical Centers in the l ast f ew y ea r s .
The cuts affect the services in two ways. T he serv i ces o f f e r e d
by VA Medical Centers are being reduced and in some cases to the
point that some centers may be closed and h e number o f v et er a n s
served is b e i n g r e d uced. Now Nebraska has three VA Me dical
C enters , Li nco l n , Grand Island and Omaha, a nd al l t h r ee hav e
been affected by these cuts. T hese cut s h a v e not r edu ce d t he
medical needs of veterans, of course. If VA Centers are closed,
v eterans wi l l be forced to seek medical care from other care
facilities, many of which already are overburdened . I n some
c ases, vet er a n s have n o i nsur a nce or may b e i n e li gi b l e f or
health i n s urance. The lack o f i ns u r ance simply means that the
cost of their care will be passed on to others in cases where
they are unable to pay for their own health care costs. I t i svery unr e a sonable to expect anyone to pay for expensive health
care without the aid of insurance or government a ssistance i n
the face of today's rising expensive health care costs. Prior
to these budget cuts, veterans were a s s ured t h e i r healt h needs
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support this amendment...this resolution.

would be m et. It i s un w i s e , I b e l i eve , for the federal
government to make cuts in the services offered by the VA Ned
Centers. The burden will merely be passed on to other programs.
The federal government has been looking for ways to hold heal t h
care costs to a minimum and to ensure that everyone in need of
health care has access to it. It simply makes no sense to me to
make cuts in the VA health care and s o I wou l d u rge y ou t o

P RESIDENT: T h an k y o u . S enator Moore , p l ea s e .

SENATOR MOORE: Nr. President and members, just briefly I rise
t o a l so supp o r t LR 50 sponsored by Se na t o r Hefner and
c o-sponsored by s e v e ra l ot h e r se n a t o r s , i nc lud ing myse l f . Quite
simply, myself being of the age where the last time this country
was a t war I was not e v e n a t e e n a ge r y e t an d, obvious l y , t h e
people that were involved in the big wars., World War I a.. .' Wor l d
War I I , I gue s s, I, myself, think that t hose l ac es and
gentlemen who served in all of those wars that we have some dut y
to care f or the ir health needsas tl ey age. And they came to
our country in a time of need and now a s t h ey ag e i t ' s only
right for a go vernment in a variety of ways, primarily the
federal level, I don't think it's right for them to cut back on
servi ce s t h a t a r e very important for people and the federal
government should not let those people down when they were there
for all of us in a variety of wartime conf l i c t s . And I gu es s I
just simply urge pas"ago o f LR 5 0 .

PRESIDENT: The question is the adoption of the resolution. All
t hose i n f avo r vote ay e, oppo s ed n ay. Reco r d , N r . C l e r k ,

CLERK: 2 7 aye s , 0 nay s , N r . Pr e si d e n t , on adopt i o n o f L R 5 0.

PRESIDENT: The resolution is adopted. Ladies and gentlemen,
if you will return to your seats, w e wi l l beg i n Fi n a l R e a d i n g .
(Gavel.) If you will return to your seats„ we wil l beg i n Fi n a l
R eading, p l e a s e . Nr. C l e r k , L9 284 .

CLERK: ( Read LB 284 on F i n a l R e a d i n g . )

SPEAKER BARRETT PRESIDING

SPEAKER BARRETT: All provisions of law relative to procedure
having been complied with, the question is, s hal l LB 2 84 p a ss " :

please.
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r egarding LB 34 6, t o be inserted, Nr. President. (See
pages 1069-73 of the Legislative Journal.)

And the last item I have is LR 50 isr eady fo r y our s i g n a t u r e ,
Mr. President. And that's all that I have.

S PEAKER BARRETT: Tha n k y o u . While the Legislature i s i n
session and capable of transacting business,I propose to s i g n
and I do sign LR 50. Be fore proceeding, Senator Wehrbein is
announcing the following guests are visiting the Legislature.
In the north balcony we have 50 junior and senior high students
of the Senior Government and Business Law class from Palmyra,
and their teacher. W ould you folks please stand a nd b e
recognized. Thank you . We' re delighted to have you with us
this morning. Nr. Clerk, confirmation report.

CLERK: Nr. President, the Education Committee reports on the
appointment of N s . Demarus Ca"lson of the Board of Educational
Lands and Funds. T he repor t i s f ou n d o n 1 0 3 5 of t h e Jour na l ,

SPEAKER BARRETT: The Chair recognizes Education Chairman
Senator Ron Withem.

Nr. P r e s ident .

S ENATOR WITHEN: Nr . Spe a k e r a nd members of t he body, t he
Education Committee heard a . . .h a d a pub l i c hearing on t he
Governor's appointment of Demarus Carlson to s erve on th e Boa r d
of Edu cat ion Land s and Funds. W e were favorably impressed,
particularly when Senator Elroy Hefner came forward to put his
neck o n the l i ne on behalf of this nominee. The committee
reported the recommendation favorably to the floor and t he
committee urg es your favorable con sideration of t hi s
gubernatorial a .pointment.

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h an k y o u . Discussion? Senator Dierks.

SENATOR DIERKS: Nr. Speaker and member­ o f the body, I jus t
want to rise in support of the amendment...the resolution. I
think that Ns. Carlson is a long-time friend and her husband is
a long-time associate of mine in the practice of veterinary
m edicine . Th e y a r e v e r y p ub l i c - s p i r i t e d , p u b l i c - minded p e o p l e ,
have ser v e d in v a ri ous capacities as state appointees and I
think that she is a v e r y qua l i f i ed i ndi v i du a l f or t hi s
particular appointment. Thank you.
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